
 
Moses

GOD’S APPOINTED LEADER
 
We can learn so much from Moses’ story.  If we look carefully at his long journey in the wilderness, we’ll gain 
valuable insights into leadership.  In the beginning, God called Moses to help His enslaved and discouraged people.  
They were living under harsh conditions, and the Egyptians had stripped them of all freedom.  

HOW DID MOSES START TO LEAD?

Initially, Moses was fearful to lead.  He was full of excuses and told God many times he wasn’t the man for the job.  
Finally, God persuaded him to obey.  (Exodus 3:1-4 and 17)

Here’s a great lesson for those in ministry.  The ministry God’s called you to may not look like what you expected.  
When God told Moses He was going to rescue the people, Moses wasn’t expecting their lives to get worse.  Neither 
did he expect the Egyptian leaders to bow up and be hardheaded. God told Moses where they were going, but God 
didn’t tell him how hard it was going to be to get there, or how long it would take.  (Exodus 3:19-22)  

If I’d been Moses, I probably would have walked into the situation thinking the people would appreciate what I was 
doing for them and that they’d admire me for my courage, compassion and obedience to God.  But it didn’t happen 
that way for Moses.  Ministry is never about us and others appreciating us.  People are hurting; they are absorbed in 
pain. 

At first, the people were excited to see Moses and hear of God’s plan to free them.  However, when life got harder, 
they forgot God’s promise and turned on Moses.  To their human eyes, it looked as though God’s intervention was 
making life worse.  (Exodus 4:29-5:20)

Hmmm.  Something to remember—God will take His own sweet time in accomplishing His mission!  Even though it 
may look like He’s doing nothing for His loving people, He’s busy working all of our messes out for good.

GOD REMINDED MOSES WHAT HE WAS GOING TO DO!

“Then Moses went back to the Lord and protested, 
‘Why have you brought all this trouble on your own people, Lord?  Why did you send me?  

Ever since I came to Pharaoh as your spokesman, he has been even more brutal to your people.  
And you have done nothing to rescue them!’”  (Exodus 5:22-23)
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“Then the Lord told Moses, ‘Now you will see what I will do to Pharaoh.  
When he feels the force of my strong hand, he will let the people go.  

In fact, he will force them to leave his land!’”(Exodus 6:1)
God tells Moses: 
I have heard the groans of my people. (Exodus 6:5)
I am well aware of my covenant with them. (Exodus 6:5)
Therefore, tell them I will free and rescue them. (Exodus 6:6)
I will redeem them. (Exodus 6:6)
I will claim them as my own.  I will be their God. (Exodus 6:7)
Then you will know that I am the Lord your God.   (Exodus 6:7)
I will bring them to a new land.  I will give it to them. (Exodus 6:8)

LEADERSHIP IS ABOUT LISTENING TO AND OBEYING GOD!

“So Moses told the people of Israel what the Lord had said, but they refused to listen anymore.  
They had become TOO DISCOURAGED BY THE BRUTALITY OF THEIR SLAVERY.”

“‘But Lord!’ Moses objected.  ‘My own people won’t listen to me anymore.  
How can I expect Pharaoh to listen?  I’m such a clumsy speaker!’”  (Exodus 6:13,28)

Our first attempts in leadership may not work the way we expected.  Only God knows how to handle the people.  
Only He sees the entire picture.  Only He knows the best way to use your abilities and disabilities for His glory.  Seek 
God; obey Him.  Do it His way.  He’ll get you through! 

“But the Lord spoke to Moses and Aaron and gave them orders for the Israelites and for Pharaoh, 
the king of Egypt.  The Lord commanded Moses and Aaron to lead the people of Israel out of Egypt.”

FIRST THINGS FIRST!

This is an interesting point.  Before God would address His people’s discouraged hearts and negative attitudes, He 
ordered Moses to lead them out of bondage—to freedom!  He sought to break their slavery first.  You see, Jesus 
Christ came to rescue us from the bondage of this world.  The blood of Jesus sets people free.  Another point to 
remember is that the Hebrews escaped their bondage because of God’s power.  Moses didn’t set them free!  As 
God’s servant, he merely obeyed and left the consequences to God.

LEADERS MUST PAY CLOSE ATTENTION TO GOD’S DIRECTIONS!

These people hardened their hearts toward God and became deaf during their brutal slavery. (Exodus 6:9,12)  The 
Lord ordered Moses and Aaron to pay “close attention” to what He said.  We see this command throughout the 
Scriptures.  We must give God our total attention when He speaks to us.  We must spend quiet time in the Word in 
order to hear God.

God spoke to Moses, often.  God made it clear that He was in control and Moses was to obey Him totally and 
unreservedly.  

God’s plan was to bring his fist down on Israel’s enemies first, and then rescue the people. 
As leaders we must listen to God and His plan for people.  Listen, LISTEN, LISTEN and then totally obey.
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A PRAYER FOR STRENGTH

In times of trouble, may the Lord answer your cry.
May the name of the God of Jacob keep you safe from all harm.

Lord, trouble surrounds us each day.  We live in an evil world.  Answer our cry for help.
I ask, Lord, that You would keep my family and me safe from all harm.

May He send you help from his sanctuary and strengthen you from Jerusalem.
May he remember all your gifts and look favorably on your burnt offerings.

Lord, send help and strengthen us.  We need Your strength.  Your Word also says it’s not by might, not by power, but 
by Your Spirit that true life is realized.  

Lord, Your Word also says You want a humble and contrite heart more than burnt offerings.  We come humbly to You, 
desiring to be emptied of all pride.

May He grant you your heart’s desires and make all your plans succeed.
May we shout for joy when we hear of your victory and 

raise a victory banner in the name of our God.

Oh Lord, how awesome that we can ask You to grant us the desires of our heart.
And thank You that it’s OK with You for us to succeed.  
Lord, when we do succeed, may we glorify You.  Keep us from pride.

May the Lord answer all your prayers.

We wait expectantly for Your answer; for Your guidance.  Shut the doors to our wrong prayers.  
Lord, we truly want Your will in our lives.

Now I know that the Lord rescues his anointed king.  
He will answer him from his holy heaven and rescue him by his great power.  

David was your man, Lord.  He loved, honored, and served You.  What You did for him, You’ll do for any of Your 
servants.  Thank You for the examples in the Old Testament, that we might learn and believe.

Some nations boast of their chariots and horses, but we boast in the name of the Lord our God.  
Those nations will fall down and collapse, but we will rise up and stand firm.

Give victory to our king, O Lord!  Answer our cry for help. Psalm 20:1-9

In the mighty name of Jesus, I pray, Amen.

97www.westernmeadows.com                                                 BelieveGOD - book 3


