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Chapter 3
The only way to actually know God, firsthand,

is to let Him into all of your life!  It is that simple.  
Yet at the same time it is also the most challenging choice anyone ever makes.  

For this is a profound positive act of the will to allow another Spirit, 
much greater than your own, 

to have complete access to all of your activities.  
W. Phillip Keller

God is not our sugar daddy, nor does he sugar coat our sins!

Let’s look at the story of Jeroboam’s wife.  We might call her the silent queen, wife and mother.  The Bible does not 
tell us her name, much about her character, her sins, or what she did right.  But what the Bible tells us about her is  
much like many women today.  Let’s look at how the story might be told if it happened in 2011 in America. The story 
is told in 1 Kings 11-14.

Joe and Marsha were living the good life.  When Joe was young, he was a bit of a rebel, but with so much talent 
and ability.  Many told him he would be successful. Later, Joe became successful and was elected as governor of his 
state.  

Joe married Marsha and they had kids.  Life was good.  They were looked up to, lived high on the hog, some might 
say.  They had everything the world had to offer and did what they wanted.  After all, they were the governor and 
first lady of their state.  Joe was outgoing. Marsha was quiet, reserved, supporting her husband in his decisions.

Joe and Marsha didn’t hate Christians or Jesus, they just didn’t have time for it.  They were too busy.  They were 
busy making money and enjoying the prestige they had been given.  Marsha would meditate.  She read about 
eastern religions, new age philosophies, and worldly wisdom.  But she never thought the Bible was relevant.  

She had a hard time putting a good book down, but somehow never considered the “Good Book”, the Bible, as the 
best book.  

Oops, a change in direction for their lives.  Joe asks Marsha to go and speak with one of his old counselors.  He was 
the first to tell Joe he would be great.  His name was Mr. Jesus Freak.

Mr. Freak lets her have it--absolutely no political correctness approach here.  He isn’t in this to win points with the 
governor.  
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He tells her God’s truth as revealed to him.  He tells her that God is displeased with their “idol worship.” He points 
to their sins of worshiping silver and gold ($); worshiping other gods, including worldly wisdom; their disregard 
for Jesus; and the sin of encouraging others to disregard God.   He warns her about what God is going to do.  The 
destruction of their family was in the future if they didn’t change.  Read that again, the destruction of their family 
was in their future if they didn’t repent and turn to God and seek him wholeheartedly.  
This is a Biblical principle that you can see clearly, oh so very clearly in the Old Testament--children may be destroyed
because their parents abandon God.  WOW!  

Marsha just looks at Mr. Jesus Freak in disbelief.  How could he talk to her that way?  She is the first lady!  It is as 
if the words go right over her head.  She never believed in this Jesus thing anyway.  I mean she believed that Jesus 
loved her and wanted her to be blessed.  But she rejected the part about obeying Jesus.  She lived life the way she 
thought was right.  She rejected the principle of repentance.  How could she be talked to so sternly?  She never 
tried to hurt anyone.  She never murdered anyone.  She was a good person.  She walked away from Mr. Jesus Freak 
unaffected, with no emotion, no words.  An attitude of disbelief.  

And now, for the rest of the story.

Everything Mr. Jesus Freak told her came to pass.  After personal warnings to Joe and Marsha, they refused to listen.  
They hardened their hearts toward the Bible and God--they abandoned him.  They chose to ‘do it their way.’  They 
lost everything.  They even lost their souls and the souls of their children.

The HOPE of the story is this.  God wants his kindness to lead us to repentance.  He wants us to follow him. Like Joe, 
God will come to a rebel and give him great opportunity and responsibility.  God will warn the Joes and Marshas  
to change.  God loves them and has no desire for them to perish.  He wants them to come to him that they might 
receive the best.  God gave Joe and Marsha chances to repent.  They refused.  They lost.  

God grieved because He loves them and wanted them to have so much more, but they abandoned him, the God of 
the Universe.  

However, it is not too late for each and every person in this world.  The God of grace will take you back!  He will take 
you back lovingly and wholeheartedly.  He eagerly waits for you to turn to him.  He longs to work all that you and 
your spouse have done wrong FOR GOOD.  He promises He will do this.  He loves you.  

And now, that I have gotten your attention, read the story in the book of Kings.  

Oh we pray, that you will see that the Old Testament was given to us as an example of how we should live.  God 
means what he says!  When we disregard and turn our backs on God, when we refuse to seek him wholeheartedly, 
we will suffer consequences.  Yes, not only us, but our children will also suffer.

Please don’t ignore this warning that God has lovingly but bluntly given to you today!

1 Kings 11:26.

JEROBOAM WAS A REBEL.

1 Kings 11:29-39.  

THE PROPHET AHIJAH TOLD JEROBOAM GOD WOULD MAKE HIM KING. 
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JEROBOAM’S RESPONSIBILITIES WERE ALSO GIVEN.

1 Kings 12.  You can read how Ahijah’s prophecy to Jeroboam came true.

1 Kings 12:26-30.  Jeroboam turns from God and begins encouraging the people to worship idols.  

Read Jeroboam’s worldly reasoning in verses 26 and 27.

1 Kings 12:28-29.  It is a great sin to worship anything but Jesus Christ, and a great sin to encourage others to do so.

“After seeking advice, 
the king made two golden calves.

 He said to the people, 
‘It is too much for you to go up to Jerusalem. Here are your gods, Israel, 

who brought you up out of Egypt.’ 
One he set up in Bethel, and the other in Dan.

1 Kings 13:1-6.

GOD COMES WITH GREAT POWER AND GRACE TO SHOW JEROBOAM HIS SIN.

1 Kings 13:33-34.

“Even after this,
 Jeroboam did not change his evil ways,

but once more appointed priests 
for the high places from all sorts of people.

Anyone who wanted to become a priest he consecrated for the high places.
This was the sin of the house of Jeroboam 

that led to its downfall and to its destruction from the face of the earth.”

1 Kings 14:1-16.

JEROBOAM’S WIFE HEARS GOD’S WARNINGS.
JEROBOAM’S WIFE IS VOID OF EXPRESSION OR ACTION.

NO HINT OF REPENTANCE.
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NO HINT OF BELIEF.

1 Kings 14:17-20.

MRS. JEROBOAM MOURNS THE DEATH OF HER CHILD.
ALL THAT THE PROPHET WARNED HER OF, HAPPENED.

HER FAMILY WAS DESTROYED.

This example that is given to us in the Old Testament is powerful and relevant.  The Bible never says that Jeroboam was 
a murderer, a thief, an adulterer, or a drunk.  The sin that destroyed Jeroboam’s dynasty was that of idol worship and 
encouraging others to worship idols.  Worshiping anything more than Jesus is a big deal!

Please read and write out the following verses.  Pray through them and ask God to examine your heart.  We at Western 
Meadows pray that your family and the dynasty God has planned for you will not come to ruin. Wives, oh precious wives, 
do not abandon Jesus Christ!  Even if your husband has abandoned God, you must not do the same.  Repent.  Jesus 
Christ is the God of grace, the God of second, third, infinite chances.  He is waiting for you to turn from your idols and 
turn to Him with all of your heart.

Read these verses and hiighlight them in your Bible:

Proverbs 14:1.           

Psalm 135:15-18.    

Romans 1:18-25.   

Romans 2:4.     

Romans 8:28.

Romans 12:1-2. 

Romans 15:13.

1 Timothy 6:10.
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God, I have ignored you!

Heavenly Father,

I repent of my foolishness in every area of my life.  I repent of abandoning you in any and every area of my life.  I don’t 
want my foolishness to destroy my life or my family.  I love my family.  I repent of being focused on making money.  I 
repent of considering the words of the world and the ways of the world as important.  Wow, Lord, I repent of all idol 
worship in my life.  All of it.  Rip it out of my heart and life.  Show me, oh please show me my false idols.  I want you to be 
the center of my worship.  This story has put a holy fear in my heart for you and what you will do.

I can see how you have been so kind to me, so patient with me.  I remember the times you have gently warned me to 
draw closer to you, but I ignored you.  Often I abandoned you.  I am sorry.

But, even after the mess I have made.  Even after the way I have treated you, you still want me as your child.  This 
tattered, runaway is coming back.  I come to you.  I come to your throne room.  Sorry about getting your golden floor 
dirty from my sins.  But I come boldly.  

In Jesus name, Amen

Child, listen to me.  I love you!  I forgive you.  I have waited for this day.  Can I pick you up and hold you?  Will you rest 
your head on my chest and let me hold you?  I love you.  Can you feel it?  Please believe it!  

Precious baby, I want to restore your life.  I promise to turn all your messes out for good.  You will be amazed at what I 
want to do in you.  You will be amazed at what I can do.  I am the God of the impossible.  

Put your hope in me.  Seek me with all of your heart.  This new journey won’t be easy, we have a lot of work to do.  It 
will take time.  I am willing to put my all into your life to help you; but you have to ‘let’ me.  The success of this journey 
depends on you letting me work.  You see, I will not fix any part of your life that you are not willing to open to me.

The victory, the peace, the comfort, the joy is waiting for you.  I so long to lavish you with my blessings.  The only thing 
hindering you, is you.  Your lack of faith, your hardness of heart, your laziness in seeking me, and your pride which keeps 
you from repenting will stop our progress. 
Come, princess, come totally to me! 

Let’s make something wonderful out of your life.  Let’s leave a legacy of God’s love to your children, and 
grandchildren.  Come, all the way, for I love you.

In the mighty name of Jesus I pray,
Amen


