
WE ARE TEMPLES FOR GOD
EVERY PART OF YOU WAS PLANNED.

Read the sixth chapter of 1 Kings, Page 302.  This chapter describes the temple Solomon built for God.  Notice the 
attention to detail.  Everything was important. Please be sure and personalize each verse.  This is important for each 
of us to realize and to believe!

Reread 1 Kings 6:2-6.

JUST AS GOD CAREFULLY PLANNED SOLOMON’S TEMPLE,
HE CAREFULLY DESIGNED YOU.

Reread 1 Kings 6: 12-13.  God was clear.  If the people kept God’s commands, He would keep His promises.  

GOD WANTS TO LIVE WITH HIS PEOPLE.

Reread 1 Kings 6:21.  Please write out this verse.   Much attention was given to the beauty and purity of the Temple’s 
inner rooms.  God wants you to devote much time to the inner purity and beauty of your heart. 

GOD WANTS YOUR HEART TO BE PURE AS GOLD.

Reread 1 Kings 6:31.  

THERE IS A DOOR TO OUR SOUL THAT WE MUST CHOOSE TO OPEN.
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Reread 1 Kings 6:38.  The job of building the Temple according to God’s specifications took seven years.  

IT TAKES TIME TO DEVELOP GODLY CHARACTER.

YOU ARE A TEMPLE FOR GOD.

Read 1 Corinthians 3:16-17, Page 1,023.  Write out verse 17.  

YOU, GOD’S TEMPLE, ARE SACRED.

DON’T RUSH THROUGH THIS STATEMENT.  GOD ALMIGHTY, MR. PERFECT OF THE UNIVERSE, HAS CHOSEN TO PUT 
HIS SPIRIT INTO EACH OF US.  THE GLORY OF GOD CAN BE WITHIN US.  DO WE REALIZE THE AWESOME PRIVILEGE 
THIS IS?  THE WORLD OFTEN THINKS LITTLE OF MEN.  THE WORLD OFTEN THINKS ONLY OF HOW TO USE MEN FOR 
ITS OWN BENEFIT.  BUT GOD, GOD ALMIGHTY, LOVES US, PUTS HIS SPIRIT IN US, CALLS US HIS TEMPLE, AND THEN 
WORKS FOR OUR GOOD.  HE PUTS HIS SPIRIT IN THOSE WHO BELIEVE IN HIM.  THE SPIRIT IS GOD, THE GOD OF 
LOVE.  THE GOD OF LOVE IS WITHIN YOU.
THIS IS NO SMALL THING!

A TEMPLE OF GOD IS TREATED AS SPECIAL

Read 2 Corinthians 6:14-16 as it’s written out below.

GOD’S TEMPLE HAS HIS FRAGRANCE

But thanks be to God, who always leads us in triumphal procession in Christ and through us spreads 
everywhere the fragrance of the knowledge of him.

For we are to God the aroma of Christ 
among those who are being saved and those who are perishing. 

To the one we are the smell of death; to the other, the fragrance of life. 
And who is equal to such a task? 

Please highlight “always leads us in triumphal procession in Christ.”

What might the fragrance of Christ smell like?  To you, what does life smell like? Could you describe life as fresh, 
invigorating, or delicious?  We draw back and are repulsed at the smell of death and decay.  It could be described as 
putrid, rancid or disgusting.  Smells leave a memory.  Our fragrance of Christ can leave an everlasting impression.
Interesting that we are the stench of death to those who don’t know Jesus.  Maybe we remind them of their destiny.  
Here is our key to overcoming those who don’t yet know Jesus.  We must be aware that we are often quite offensive 
to them--just like rotten meat.  So, we must be the bigger person.  We must be the example of Christ and love them.  
Our love for them is more important than any words we speak.  Loving by serving and giving is essential. Love is the 
fragrance of Christ.  When we love Christ, we obey.  Obedience, not compromise gives the fragrance of Christ.  Our 
sins, whether they be blatant, unknowing, or compromising sins always dull our fragrance.

O Lord, let me be the fragrance of Christ everywhere I go.  May I be a living, fresh, and  invigorating impression of 
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you.  
 Read 1 Peter 1:13-16, pag3 1091. 

GOD’S TEMPLE IS HOLY AND PURE

Wherefore gird up the loins of your mind, be sober, and hope to the end for the grace that is to be 
brought unto you at the revelations of Jesus Christ, 

As obedient children, not fashioning yourselves according to the former lusts in your ignorance:
But as he which hath called you is holy, so be ye holy in allmatter of conversation, 

Because it is written, Be ye holy; for I am holy. (King James)

Matthew Henry wrote his commentary from the King James Version of the Bible.  We have used the New 
International throughout this study.  So, let’s take a look at these verses in two versions.

Please highlight, “alert,” “fully sober,” “set,” 
“hope”, “conform,” “obedient children,” and 
“holy” in your NIV Bible.

WITH MINDS THAT ARE ALERT:  In the King 
James Version this phrase says “gird up the 
loins of your mind.”  Carefully read this quote 
from Matthew Henry’s Commentary; “You 
have a journey to go on, a race to run, a 
warfare to accomplish and a great work to 
do; as the traveler, the racer, the warrior and 
the labourer, gather in, and gird up their long 
loose garments, that they may be more ready, 
prompt and expeditious in their business...” (In 
Biblical times, people wore long robes, when 
action was required they tied up the robe 
between their legs and bound it with their 
belt.”

And so for us, we have been given a privileged 
position and with that position come 
responsibilities.  Life is a journey, a race to run, 

and a battle to be fought.  We have great work to do, work for God, eternal benefitting work.  We are to be ready, 
not lazy.  Here we are specifically reminded to have our minds ready for the life set before us.
 
FULLY SOBER:  With the Holy Spirit guiding us we are not to be controlled by our circumstances, our peers or our 
worldly relationships.  Ephesians 4:11-15 tells us about growing in maturity in our faith. Highlight    
Ephesians 4:14 and 15 in your Bible.

SET:  Read Colossians 3:1-2, which gives more info on where we are to set our mind.

HOPE:  Have you set your hope on God’s grace given to you?  Hope in God’s grace--it is amazing grace.

CONFORM:  Colossians 1:21-22 tells more about our evil desires alienating us from God.  Colossians 3:5-10 
tells us what evil desires we are no longer to conform to.

HOLY:  Here is a definition of holy from Merriam-Webster’s Collegiate Dictionary, Tenth Edition: (Merriam-Webster’s 
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Collegiate Dictionary. 10th ed. Springfield, MA, USA: Merriam-Webster, 1996 c1993)

Holy/adjective
 1.  exalted or worthy of complete devotion, as one perfect in goodness and righteousness
 2.  Divine (for the Lord our God is holy--Ps 99:9 (Authorized Version))
 3.  Devoted entirely to the deity or the work of the deity (a holy temple)  (holy prophets)

Temples were built to many gods and used for many purposes.  Some temples were filled with prostitutes.  But 
God’s temple was different, much different.  It was holy.  It was set apart, special.  It was devoted entirely to God and 
to the work of God.  As Christians, we’re God’s temples, and must reflect what we are.  Colossians 3:12-17 tells us 
much about how we are to live.  

AN EXAMPLE FOR GOD’S OBEDIENT WOMEN DESIRING TO BE HOLY AND HAVING THE FRAGRANCE OF CHRIST.
We must dress in a way that honors God.  The way a Christian woman dresses is to set her apart from others.  We 
must dress in a way that honors God.  We must dress modestly, having respect for our bodies.  Make sure your 
wardrobe shows others that something is special about you.  A Christian woman must be set apart in her speech.  
A Christian woman must be LOVING, knowing she is loved unconditionally.  You aren’t junk; you’re one of God’s 
temples—priceless, precious, and of great worth.  
 How might a temple of God dress?
 How might a temple of God walk?
 How might a temple of God talk?
 DON’T TRASH GOD’S TEMPLE!

CONCLUSION:
Some people think so lowly of themselves that they may not feel like God’s temple.  They may choose a different 
type of building to describe themselves.  Why might someone compare himself to an outhouse?  Let’s look at 
people the way God does.  God looks at Christians as temples.  He looks at all unsaved people as potential temples.  
He looks at them with longing, wanting to fill them with Himself. We must value each and every person!  We must 
look at them through Christ’s eyes.  We must see everyone the way God sees them!  

People who would compare themselves to an outhouse obviously don’t think they have the fragrance of Christ.  It 
might seem hopeless to clean an outhouse.  After all, they aren’t worth much.  However, when we look at ourselves 
and at others with God’s eyes, then all are beautiful.
Everyone has great potential.  All may have the fragrance of Christ.  All may be a temple for God.
    
Might it be fun to clean a temple?  Imagine thoroughly cleaning a golden temple and finding all the beautiful 
treasures hidden inside.  It would be wonderful to see what the designer had put in each room.  When we repent, 
we’re cleaning the temple of God.  When we repent, the beautiful treasures He has placed in us shine!  

YOU ARE A TEMPLE FILLED WITH BEAUTIFUL TREASURES
JUST WAITING TO SHINE!
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