
www.westernmeadows.com                                      Healing Angel

37

Chapter 6
Any preacher or teacher who misleads people into believing 
that God’s children will be free from trouble is a deceiver.  

It simply is not so!  

In fact, from cover to cover, God’s divine revelation gives us accounts
 of men and women who faced adversity.  

In quiet humility and calm confidence these people accepted its onslaught 
with fortitude and unshakable faith in our Father’s care.

In the furnace of affliction they brought honor to the One who 
could sustain them there, and then, in His own good time, deliver them.

W. Philliip Keller

Daniel
GOD  Shows  UP  for   His  Kids  Who  Live  Trusting   IN  HIM

What trust Daniel had in God!  Nothing would keep him from his God.  Nothing—not the thought of losing one of 
the highest jobs in the land, not the thought of losing his life.  Nothing kept Daniel from trusting his God.

Most of us have heard the story of Daniel in the lions’ den and how God closed the lions’ mouths to save Daniel.  
Let’s look at bit closer at the story.  Please read Daniel 6:1-28, before you continue.

Daniel was an honorable man, and the king gave him great responsibilities.  He got the job because he proved 
himself to be more capable than other men.  The Bible makes it clear that Daniel’s great ability was the reason the 
king planned to promote him.  Daniel proved himself to be the best man for the job.

Over the years, I’ve seen Christian cowboys and cowgirls think it’s God’s job to give them special allowances in the 
arena because they’re Christians.  God loves each of us, but He doesn’t play favorites.  God doesn’t let Christian 
cowboys win just because they’re Christians.  

Reading through Daniel 6:4 and 5, we see the desire for power.  Daniel’s peers wanted the power and 
responsibility he was going to receive.  They didn’t care what it took.  They were out to remove Daniel so they 
could have his position.  The king respected Daniel, but his jealous peers sought a way to destroy him. 
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The text says nothing about them disliking him.  It was all about them wanting what Daniel had earned.  They had 
terrible motives.  Precious people, certain segments of today’s American culture promote this behavior.  If you have 
the best of intentions, and the best work ethic, and are promoted to the top, you may have peers who want what 
you have, they’ll do anything to get it.  Destroying you or your reputation means nothing to them.  They’re focused 
on what they want.  In ruthless pursuit, they’ll try to take what you’ve earned.  Read closely and see how Daniel’s 
trust in God preserved his job.

These men could find nothing to charge Daniel with, so they attacked his faith.  May we be as honorable as Daniel.  
May the world find nothing in our character to charge us with.  

In Daniel 6:6-9, we can see that these men, bent on destroying Daniel, took a sinful risk to gain power.  They may 
have thought they couldn’t lose.  First, they attacked Daniel where they knew they could get him—in his prayer life.  
Second, they made the law strict and deadly.  Third, they encouraged the king to put everything in writing so that it 
couldn’t be altered.   

If you’re a person in authority and some less reputable person in your charge comes to you with a strange request, 
be on the alert.  They may be asking for their own selfish interests.  What they ask may be of more benefit to them 
than to the church, the business, or to you. 

Reread Daniel 6:10-11.  Daniel didn’t compromise or hide his faith to protect his job or his life.  He sought God, 
prayed, and gave thanks.  Take a moment and put yourself in Daniel’s place.  If you were threatened with losing your 
job because of your faith, what would you do?  Daniel knew that his God would provide everything he needed.  He 
truly knew, (as Paul would later write in the Book of Philippians), that everything in the world is rubbish compared 
to knowing God.  Nothing was more important to Daniel.  The world and its evil schemes didn’t keep Daniel from 
praying.  

Look hard at verse 6:11.  The men found Daniel praying and asking God for help.  How incredible.  How awesome.  
What faith.  What trust Daniel had in God.  Nothing would keep him from his God.  Nothing—not the thought of 
losing one of the highest jobs in the land, and not the thought of losing his life; nothing kept Daniel from trusting his 
God.  

Daniel may have been tempted to go secretly to God and say, “God, You see the situation I’m in.  I need some 
help.  I still believe in You and trust You and all that, but I need to lay low on this prayer thing for a while.  I know 
You’ll forgive me.  You know how hard I worked to get this job and the tough jam I’m in.  God, how can I be Your 
witness if I lose this job?  Thanks, God, for understanding.”  But Daniel didn’t do that.  He continued to pray like he’d 
always prayed and trusted God with the consequences.  Paraphrasing Charles Stanley, “Obey God and leave the 
consequences to Him.”  Don’t over analyze and rationalize.  Just obey God.  Do what’s right!

In chapter 6, verses 12-13, can’t you see Daniel’s opponents tasting victory?  The men may have been dreaming of 
what they would do with their higher incomes or how they would brag to their peers of their great importance to 
the king.  

Isn’t the conversation with the king much like children tattling on their siblings?  “Guess what, O King?  You know 
that Daniel guy, the one you think is so great?  Well, we caught him praying, and he does it three times a day.  Now 
you have to kill him.  You said so.  You signed the law.  You have to do what you said you’d do.” 
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The men didn’t care about the king’s distress.  The men didn’t care the king valued Daniel.  They wanted Daniel out 
of the picture.  The men reminded the king of the law.  

The king wanted to rescue Daniel, but he didn’t have the power to do so.  Remember this, no matter how much 
others may value us, our real protection comes from God.  We must not trust men; we must trust God.  If Daniel had 
put his faith in his relationship with the king, the lions would have eaten him.  

But Daniel put his faith in the One who has the power to save and deliver.

A stone was brought and placed over the mouth of the den, and 

the king sealed it with his own signet ring and with the rings of his nobles, 

so that Daniel’s situation might not be changed. 

Then the king returned to his palace and spent the night 

without eating and without any entertainment being brought to him. And he could not sleep. 

At the first light of dawn, the king got up and hurried to the lions’ den. 

When he came near the den, he called to Daniel in an anguished voice,

“Daniel, servant of the living God, has your God, whom you serve continually, 

been able to rescue you from the lions?” 

Daniel 6:17-20 describes the night Daniel was thrown in the lions’ den.  The text tells us how the king spent the 
night.  How do you think Daniel spent the night?  Did he curl up next to the big old lion to keep warm?  How long 
did he pray?  The next morning we see that the king truly valued Daniel.  Notice what the king said, “Has your God, 
whom you serve continually, been able to rescue you from the lions?”  And Daniel could have said, “No problem, 
King.  My God is the God of the impossible.  He can do anything He wants.  He can even shut the mouths of hungry 
lions.”  Daniel replies, “They have not hurt me, because I was found innocent in his sight.  Nor have I ever done any 
wrong before you, O King.”  How awesome is that? 

 

A hint for employees: Daniel’s boss was not a Hebrew, but Daniel served him faithfully.  He was always trustworthy 
and responsible.  The king valued him.  The king was overjoyed that God spared Daniel’s life.

“When Daniel was lifted from the den, no wound was found on him, because he had trusted in his God.”  

What else can be said?  Take a hard look at the value of trusting in God.  Because Daniel trusted God, his life was 
spared and his job remained intact. Our situations shouldn’t alter or compromise our faith in Jesus Christ.

We must choose to have faith like Daniel.  We must choose to be like Paul and Daniel and say that everything—yes, 
everything—is rubbish compared with knowing Jesus Christ.  It truly is all about God.  He shows up for His kids who 
live trusting in Him.  

Proverbs 3:5-6: “Trust in the Lord with all your heart and lean not on your own understanding.  

In all your ways submit to him, and he will make your paths straight.”  

Guys, there’s no other way than to trust in Jesus.  NO COMPROMISE, NO EXCUSES, NO EXPLANATIONS.

And for the rest of the story . . . .  What about the scheming men who had no fear of God.  Those men who falsely 
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accused Daniel were thrown into the lions’ den.  Before they reached the floor of the den, they were crushed and died.  
And, as a consequence of these scheming men’s sins, their families died also.  Parents, we have a great responsibility in 
raising our children.  When we mess up, we hurt more than ourselves.

And the king’s faith greatly increased.  Daniel didn’t know the end of the story.  He didn’t know that God would spare 
his life.  He trusted God.  He didn’t lean on his own understanding.  And look at what Daniel’s witness did for the entire 
empire.  The king commanded his people to fear and reverence God.  

MAY GOD RAISE UP  DANIELS IN THESE TIMES, THAT OUR COUNTRY’S LEADERS

 MIGHT LEAD AMERICA BY EXAMPLE TO FEAR AND REVERENCE GOD ALMIGHTY.


