
GETTING RID OF COMPLACENCY

Heavenly Father,

Hmmm.  So what you’re telling me is that going to church isn’t enough!

Hmmm.  So You’re telling me just being a good person isn’t enough!

Hmmm.  So You’re telling me I need to get double serious about You--You God, Son and Holy Spirit!

Hmmm.  So You’re telling me that I better get with the program and 
dust off my Bible that has been sitting on the shelf and read it!

Hmmm.  So You’re telling me that You have big plans for me, just plain ole me!  

THAT’S AMAZING!
God, I want to get on your 

program!  

I want to be sold out 
for you.  

I want to repent 
of my complacency. 

I repent of thinking that my 
being good, 

putting in my time, 
and 

working hard was enough.

In the mighty name of Jesus 
Christ I pray, Amen
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Joseph
PRIDE, CONTROL AND COMPLACENCY

  Trust in the Lord with all your heart and lean not on your own understanding; 
in all your ways submit to him, and he will make your paths straight.

Do not be wise in your own eyes, fear the Lord and shun evil.
Proverbs 3:5-7

The sins of pride, control and complacency can keep a person 
from believing and trusting in God.  Pride is the attitude of 
thinking we are better, a little higher than others.  Pride tells us 
we have it all together and don’t need God or his help.  Most 
of us are tempted to want to control, to be the boss, to have 
power.  The definition of complacency is, “self-satisfied, smug, 
and coupled with an unawareness of the evil around you.”  Some 
want to control, want to figure things out—the analytical type.  
Others may pride themselves on making quick and decisive 
decisions. So many of us resist anyone telling us what to do. 
Resisting change can be a symptom of the sins of pride and 
control.  We can deceive ourselves into thinking that comfortable 
is good.  Complacency can often accompany “comfortable,” a 
deadly combination.    Control, pride and complacency can cause 
us to stumble over Proverbs 3:5-7, Page 555.  

The Old Testament story of Joseph is a favorite of many.  We see 
humility, not pride, in Joseph.  Joseph didn’t bow up with anger 
when his life was suddenly turned upside down.  We never see 
the attitude of complacency in Joseph either.  

Let’s see how we can apply Proverbs 3:5-7 to his remarkable life.    

As you read through, notice:
1.  Joseph’s life radically changed in a matter of a few hours.  
2.  He went from a very comfortable life to one of slavery and then prison.  
3.  Joseph was not sinning; the circumstances of his life were not God’s punishment. 
4.  This is a story of God testing and perfecting one of His faithful followers to bring him to the point God would 
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use him to save many lives.  
5.  Through these seventeen years of trials, God tested the faithfulness of Joseph.  
6.  Through it all, Joseph believed, trusted and relied on God.  
7.  As for us, how do we handle the trials and tests in our lives?  Are we like Joseph?
 Do we become angry when God’s way isn’t what we wanted?  
 Do we fall into temptation or run from it?  
 Do we become depressed and filled with self-pity because we’re rejected and forgotten by family or friends?   
 Do we do our best even in the worst of situations?

Romans 8:28 says, 
“. . . And we know that in all things God works for the good of those who love Him, 

who have been called according to His purpose.” 

Joseph’s life is an example of this New Testament promise.
When we trust God, we’re given an inner power (the Holy Spirit) to overcome extreme temptations to give up or 
give in.

Chapter 37 of Genesis, Page 34, records the first part of this story.  You can finish the story in Genesis 39-45.  Please 
read through the story before going on. 
When Joseph was seventeen, he had a dream he would someday rule his brothers.  He believed the dream to be 
from God.

Joseph’s half-brothers didn’t like him before his dream.  After he told them his dream, they hated him even more 
and wanted to kill him.  They sold him into slavery.  (An interesting side note: Leah and Rachel were sisters.  Leah, 
Rachel, and two of their servant girls were the boys’ mothers.  Both sisters were married to Jacob.  They were 
jealous of each other, and now their sons are filled with the same sin of jealousy.)  
 Have you seen sibling jealousy in your family?  

We can see the brothers’ self-centeredness and their lack of concern for what their actions would do to their father.  
It’s such a part of life, that when we’re consumed with sin, we’re sin-centered and self-centered.  We don’t care 
what God says or how we treat others.  Whether it be stealing, adultery, lying or cheating, we live for the moment, 
and for our selfish interests.  
 What areas of your life are you self centered?
 Did you realize before you read this that self centeredness is sin and that it is offensive to others?
 Have you ever done something, just living for the moment, not considering the consequences and then   
regretted it later?
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Joseph was taken to Egypt and sold to Potiphar, who saw God was with Joseph, Genesis (39:3).  Meanwhile, Joseph 
made the best of his bad situation.  He worked hard, doing the jobs put before him.  He trusted God, even though 
his life had become very hard.  In time, Potiphar’s wife made a pass at him.  He fled from the temptation, but ended 
up in prison after the wife falsely accused him.  In this part of the story, we see that Joseph shunned evil.
 Sexual lust is rampant in American culture.  Have you accepted the strength that God will give you to resist  
 and flee from these temptations?

Potiphar locked Joseph up for something he didn’t do.  But the Lord was with him in prison (39:23).  Again, Joseph 
makes the best of his seemingly bad situation.

In prison, Joseph interprets two fellow prisoners’ dreams.  Perhaps, if I’d been Joseph, I might have thought twice.  
As I lay in my cell, I might have rationalized that the dreams I once told my brothers had caused me a lot of trouble.  
I might have wondered whether I imagined them.  Maybe they were the effect of something I ate?  I might be really 
sorry I ever said anything.  I might choose to never interpret another dream, because, in my mind, things hadn’t 
turned out so good.  

If Joseph ever thought anything like that, he didn’t act on it.  When it came time for him to interpret other dreams, 
he spoke boldly.  God, he said, was the real interpreter of dreams.  Obviously, Joseph trusted God   
and did not rely on his own understanding.  He acknowledged God before he took on another interpreta   
tion, and God directed his path.  Joseph didn’t over-analyze the situation and try to come to his own conclu  
sion.  Joseph trusted God and didn’t lean on his own understanding.  He let God direct his path.

In Genesis 40:14-16, another convict is about to be released.  Joseph asks this man, the chief cupbearer, to 
remember him and help get him out of prison, but the man forgets him for another two years.  Joseph could   
have gotten angry, I suppose.  He could have resented the cupbearer and let bitterness grow in his heart.  

So, up to this point, we’ve seen Joseph rejected and forgotten by his family, has been a slave, falsely accused by his 
employer, imprisoned, and forgotten by someone he helped.  How would you respond?
In Genesis 41:25, notice the confidence with which Joseph approached Pharaoh.  Only his solid trust in God allowed 
him to do that.  He’d been in prison.  Now, he was facing the most powerful man in the world.  Nevertheless, he 
spoke with confidence.  Totally awesome.  Joseph wasn’t controlled by the fear of what man could do to him, or fear 
of never getting out of prison.  He trusted God.

In Genesis 41:37, Joseph enters Pharaoh’s service.  Prior to this, he was either enslaved or imprisoned.  Yet, during 
those thirteen years, we never read of him complaining, compromising his faith, or angry at God.  
 Do you find it admirable that Joseph showed no anger or resentment toward God?
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It may have seemed like speaking up about a dream caused Joseph’s trouble, but it was the speaking up about other 
dreams that set him free.  Joseph trusted God and did not lean on his own understanding.  We must remember that 
life is not what it seems.  We can completely misread the circumstance of our life and the lives of others.  God’s ways 
are not our ways.  We must live Proverbs 3:5-7.
  
Joseph spent years in prison.  Our modern society looks down on “inmates.”  A favorite tattoo in prison is “born to 
lose.”  That’s the environment Joseph lived in as a young man.  He didn’t attend an Ivy League college, nor did he 
have on-the-job training.  But he had the wisdom and strength of God in his life.  Joseph was successful and was 
promoted because of his faith in God.  Lest any of us puff ourselves up with our education or status in life—God is 
God.  We are not!  He’ll train his people wherever He chooses and use His people where and when He chooses.

Joseph may have been about 40 years old when God fulfilled his dream.  It took about 27 years for the dream to 
come true.  In Genesis 42:6-9 and 43:26, the brothers bow to Joseph.  And when they do, Joseph remembers his 
dream.

In Genesis 42:21 and 43:18, notice the brothers’ thoughts.  They’d been living in bondage to their sin.  All these 
years, they feared their sin would be found out.  They knew they deserved punishment.  To the world, the brothers 
may have looked free.  To the world, Joseph may have seemed to be in bondage.  But the brothers lived in mental 
bondage.  Notice how Joseph saw they were sorry for what they’d done.  They now recognized the pain they’d put 
their father through.  They truly wanted to do right.

Romans 8:1 tells us that there is no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus.  We can be set free   
from all bondage, even ones like Joseph’s brothers held, if we repent and turn completely to Christ.
Look closely again at Genesis 45:3-8.  Oh my gosh.  What a WOW moment.  Joseph clearly saw that God had been in 
control of his life all these years.  It was God who allowed him to go through slavery and prison.  God was with him 
the entire time.  God sent Joseph ahead of his brothers so he might save their lives.  Joseph encourages the brothers 
not to be distressed or angry with themselves.

 By the power of God living in Joseph, he was able to forgive and to love his brothers.
Joseph is an example of perseverance, even when life is hard.  
He’s an example of what trust in God looks like.  
He didn’t become angry.  He made the best of every bad situation.
He had confidence, and worked hard at every job given him.  
Joseph didn’t let other people’s mistreatment of him cause him bitterness.
He listened and trusted God throughout this time.  Joseph trusted God and didn’t lean on his own 
understanding.  Joseph submitted himself to God.  He feared God and shunned evil in some very undesirable 
conditions.

Read Psalm 105:19.

In conclusion, we can’t figure God out.  Quite often, His actions and timing won’t line up with what we consider right.  
We can say we trust Him, but will we when His ways don’t conform to our own understanding?  God will test us to 
see if our faith is true.  When He tells you to do something completely contrary to what you think is logical, what will 
you do?  (He will never tell you to sin or go against the Bible.)  Do you trust Him enough with all things to let Him 
direct your path?  Do you make decisions without His aid, thinking He’s too busy for you?  God doesn’t work on our 
schedule.  He’ll do what He promised.  But we must trust He’ll do what He says He will do, when He decides to do it, 
where He decides to do it and how He decides to do it.

Precious people we must live trusting in God with all our heart.  We must not lean on our own understanding.  We 
must acknowledge Him in all of our ways and let Him direct our paths.  We must shun evil and fear God. 
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