
You’re blessed
when you get your inside world—
your mind and heart—put right.

Matthew 5:8 (message)

Blessed By God!





You’re blessed
when you’re content
with just who you 

are—
no more, no less.
That’s the moment
you find yourselves
proud owners of

everything
that can’t be bought.
Matthew 5:5 message



Everyone has needs! God sees the needs in 
each and every heart at every barrel race that 
was ever run. For us we often think winning 
at barrel racing will fill those needs. Winning 
is rewarding but it can
never fill our deepest needs. God and God 
alone knows our deepest needs and only He 
can satisfy those needs. And what is more, 
our awesome God wants to fill those needs! 
Some people would like to fill the needs of 
hurting people but aren’t able, God is able to 
do exceedingly abundantly, more than
anything we can think or image.

In the book of Matthew, in the Message para-
phrase, we see that when God fills these 
needs, He calls them blessings. We are bless-
ed when we have peace of mind, blessed 
when we are content with who we are, and 
blessed when we know where we fit in. Per-
haps
the greatest blessing in life is to know that 
we are deeply and unconditionally loved by 
our Heavenly Father.
Because of His Fatherly love for us, He wants 
to bless each of us—greatly. God doesn’t play 

favorites. Nor does he pour out His blessings on only a small few.
God’s blessings are readily available to all. Any of us will receive in abundance God’s 
blessings when we humbly accept Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior. This
means we let Jesus save us and we let Jesus be our boss. We totally acknowledge that 
we cannot save ourselves and that God’s way is the right way. God works best in 
whole-hearted people who are determined to serve and obey Him no matter what life 
throws at them. God works for those who love Him.

Some of us live many years missing these blessings. Who of us have not ignored 
God? Who of us have ever felt unworthy to be blessed by God? Who of us have ever 
thought we didn’t need God’s blessings? Who of us haven’t been angry at God and 
walked away from Him at some time? Who of us haven’t
been so hurt or so disappointed that we lost all hope of life being better? And who of 
us have been ungrateful for some of our past blessings? 

What we all need



God never stopped loving us when we had those attitudes but they may have kept His 
blessings from being lavished on us. Much like having a rebellious teenager, you never 
stop loving them, but there may be times when the truck keys and credit cards are taken 
away. God patiently waits for us to turn to Him and ask for help. He waits for us to de-
pend upon Him like a small child his father. He waits for us to love Him. In spite of our 
attitudes and actions God loves us, God wants to help us, and God will never give up on 
us. As soon as we change our attitudes and actions and humbly and totally turn towards 
Him, He starts blessing.

Some of us may think that the greatest blessing God could give is a gold buckle or a great 
horse. Bozo, Scamper, and Dutch are awesome and it is a great achievement to win a gold 
buckle, but they can’t fill our deepest needs. At best they are only substitutes. Listed be-
low are just four of the things God wants to blessus with. His desire is to continually and 
fully fill these deep needs.

•      It is a blessing when we get our head and heart right! (cover verse, Matthew 5:8)
•      It is a blessing when we are content with who we are and the way God made us.
 (pg 3, Mat. 5:5)
•      It is a blessing to have others care about us and realize God’s care for us.  
(pg 6, Mat 5:8)
• It is a blessing to find our place and where we fit in this world. ( pg 7, Mat. 5:9)

God loves us unconditionally and totally. Jesus came to save
us and give us an abundant life. On Jesus’ last night on earth
He told His disciples that He came to give them peace and joy.
He wants all lives to be full of joy, love, and peace. He wants
us to love others just as He loved us.

God’s ways are deep. God’s blessings are great! He knows
what we really need. He wants to bless each and everyone of
us with peace of mind and peace of heart. He wants to sur-
round
us with people that care about us. God couldn’t love us
any more than He does and He wants us to know that. His
comforting love is always available, He wants us to feel it. He
wants us to know how valuable we are in His eyes and then be
content with who we are. God has a plan and a place for each
of us. He wants to bless you by showing you just how very
valuable and needed you are in His kingdom.

God is standing now at the door of your heart, gently knocking.
Won’t you let him come in and let him bless you beyond
anything you ever thought imaginable?



You’re blessed when
you care.

At the moment
of being ‘care-full,’
you find yourselves

cared for.



You’re blessed
when you can
show people

how to cooperate
instead

of compete or fight.
That’s when
you discover

who you really are,
and

your place
in God’s family.

Matthew
 5:8-9 message



“Let us run with endurance the race that God has set before us. We do this by keeping our 
eyes on Jesus, on whom our faith depends from start to finish.” Hebrews 12:1-2

Barrel racers are devoted to racing. All are racing to win something, somewhere, sometime. 
But there is another race we may not realize we are entered in—this is the race that God has 
set before us. We all are entered and running. God has rewards for the winners of His race, 
the reward we win is up to us.

A very well known marathon runner was coming to town to run for a prestigious race. The 
purse money was high and it would be great for her career to win this race. Because of cir-
cumstances she was late getting to the race. She lost her directions and came upon the start 
of the race by chance. Miss Superstar ran her heart out in the race, giving it all she had. She 
won and she received her reward but it wasn’t nearly what
was advertised. When she asked what happened, she found out that the big race she had 
entered had run a few blocks away. The race she ran was just a local marathon. She gave it all 
she had for the wrong race!

During any barrel race, there are two races going on. One is the race for first place—the 
other is for the crown of righteousness that God has in store for us at the end of our life. It is 
very possible, and greatly to be admired, when one competes with great excellence in both 
races at the same time. God’s race doesn’t stop when we walk out of the arena, it is contin-
uous. Every moment we live, every action we take, everyword we speak, every thought we 
think—counts.

The stop watch tells us how we are doing in rodeo, but here are a few verses to let us keep 
track of how we are doing in God’s race.

•      Run hard, run long, don’t quit. Endurance—a term barrel racers are very familiar with. 
We try our guts out in the heat, in the wind, when we are tired, when we are hungry, and no 
matter the whatever—we try. Trying our guts out for God, determined never to give up living 
for Jesus Christ, is great for God’s race.

•      Keep running and keep our eyes on what is important—Jesus. Jesus has finished this 
race we are in,
Keeping our eyes on Him will keep our focus clear. Jesus ran God’s race perfectly, He is our 
example.

•      Keep your mind on the right race. Colossians 3:1-2 tells us how to do it: “Don’t shuffle 
along, eyes to the ground, absorbed with the things right in front of you. Look up, and be 
alert to what is going on

God’s Race



around Christ—that’s where the action is. See things from His perspective.” Some of 
us barrel race for fame, some for fortune, some for power, and some for comfort. God 
wants us to have a different motive—pleasing Him. We must try to live every moment of 
every day, no matter what the circumstance, in a way that is pleasing to God.

•      Run away from sin, run to righteousness. 2 Timothy 2:22 says, “Run from infantile 
indulgence. Run after mature righteousness, faith, love, peace…” Growing up is a part 
of God’s race. There is a difference in growing up and growing old. A fairly simple way of 
telling if you are maturing in God’s race, examine your level of selfishness and self-cen-
teredness. If you think more about God and do more for others today than you did yes-
terday, then you are running well.

•      Run your race. We must run the race that God has given each of us. We waste time 
and energy if we compare our race to the race of others. Galatians 6:4 says, “Make a 
careful exploration of who you are and the work you have been given, and then sink 
yourself into that. Don’t be impressed with yourself. Don’t compare yourself with others. 
Each of you must take responsibility for doing the creative best you can with your own 
life.”
•      Run to win. In 1 Corinthians 9:24-27 we are told to run to win, train hard, and give it 
everything wen got. Good barrel racers spend much time figuring out how to win, how to 
clock faster. God wants us to be the best at His event. Sin keeps us from winning. When 
we get rid of sin we can go harder, faster, and longer for God.

•      Get your strength to run from God. Get on with God’s race. Don’t quit. Figure out 
what is slowing you down, and go hard for Jesus. Sometimes God’s race seems harder 
than winning a gold buckle—that’s because our enemy, the devil, is continually looking 
for ways to get us distracted. What makes God’s race easier is the help that God gives to 
each of us. In Isaiah 40:31 we are told that those that hang their hats with God will find 
fresh strength. They run and don’t get tired, they walk and don’t lag behind.

The Bible contains numerous verses regarding the rewards for those who run God’s race. 
As the time of Paul’s death draws close he tells us in 2 Timothy 4:6-8; “I have fought 
a good fight. I have finished the race, and I have remained faithful. And now the prize 
awaits me—the crown of righteousness that the Lord will give me on the day of His 
return.” And that isn’t all that Paul says, “And the prize is not just for me but for all who 
eagerly look forward to His glorious return.” God has incredible rewards for those who 
run His race to win!



Friends, don’t get me wrong: 
By no means do I count

myself an expert in all of this,
but I’ve got my eye on the goal,

where God is beckoning us onward—to Jesus.
I’m off and running, and
I’m not turning back.

Philippians 3:13
message



Barrel racing is fun. It gets in your blood—almost like an addiction.
When your horse and you are working together—it is a good, good feeling.

I had a great old barrel horse that I started on when I was about ten. My rookie year in the
WPRA was 1980. I’ve been at this a long time. I haven’t arrived yet, not knowing  but a 
fraction of what there is to know about being a great horsewoman. Nor do I even come close 
to knowing or applying all that is in the Bible. I love competing and barrel racing. 
The deepest desire of my heart is to be like Jesus, and am running for that goal.

To be able to barrel race is a privilege that few people in the world ever get to enjoy. To have
a good barrel horse is a gift from God. God loves each of us and He has given us this desire,
ability, and privilege to ride horses and compete at a fast pace.

God’s gifts are given for many reasons but one reason is simply for our enjoyment. In 1
Timothy 5:17 we are told ‘to trust in God, who gives us all we need for our enjoyment.’ We
should never cease to enjoy this gift of barrel racing.

The overwhelming frustration that comes with barrel racing can ruin the joy God wants to
bring to us. Anger can easily set in. We can let the circumstances ruin our day. And worse,
we may take our anger and frustration out on others. God has a better way for each of us to
compete. He wants us to be filled with His joy and His peace at all times.

It is easy to get messed up in our head. Matthew 5:6 says we are blessed when we get our
inside world—our mind and heart—put right. Our heads get right when God is first, our
spouse second, family third, and then everything else.

We are blessed when we are content with just who we are—no more, no less. That’s the mo-
ment we find ourselves proud owners of everything that can’t be bought. (Matt. 5:5) It is so
easy to turn the joy of barrel racing into striving to be better than everyone else. We can get
to the point that we are never content with our barrel racing or our life. Making a lousy run
should not make the rest of our day lousy.

Becoming obsessively critical of our barrel racing can become a bad habit. We can let it fall
into all areas of our life becoming critical of everyone and everything, always expecting per-
fection, according to our standards.

Neither should making or not making the fastest run of the day have anything to do with 
how we value ourselves! God loves each of us totally and unconditionally no matter what 
happens. To have done the best we could at the moment with what was given to us; and 
have done it in such a way that God was pleased is what is important. Jesus came to save us. 
He also came to give us joy and peace. We at Western Meadows pray hat each of you will be 
filled with the full measure of God’s joy when you compete and when you don’t. (John 17) 
We pray that the Lord of peace will give you peace at all times in every way. (2 Thess.3:16) 
May you all run in such a way that you are eternal winners.

The Gift of Barrel Racing



You’ve all been
to the stadium and

seen the athletes race.
Everyone runs; one wins.

Run to win.
All good athletes train hard.
They do it for a gold medal
that tarnishes and fades.

You’re after one
that’s gold eternally.

I don’t know about you, but
I’m running hard

for the finish line.
I’m giving it

everything I’ve got.
1 Corinthians 9:24-26

(message)
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